
 

 
 

 

DRAFT Memorandum 

To:  Daniel Ungerleider, AICP - Director of Community Development, Village of Clarendon Hills  
cc: Sean O’Dell – Baxter & Woodman 

Diane Williams – BDI  
From: Michael Blue, FAICP – Principal, Teska Associates 
 Francesca Sallinger –Associate, Teska Associates 
Date: August 16, 2017 
RE:  Open House #2 – Clarendon Hills 55th Street Sub-Area Plan – Draft Meeting Summary 

 
The second open house for the Clarendon Hills 55th Street Sub-Area Plan took place on August 14, 2017, 
at 7pm at the Christian Church of Clarendon Hills. Over 100 sub-area residents—split evenly between 
those living in the eastern half and those living in the western half—attended to learn more about the 
plan’s preliminary recommendations and to share their ideas. After a presentation that provided an 
overview of each recommendation, participants asked questions and provided comments. This feedback 
is summarized by topic area below. 
 
Land Use and Zoning 

• Concern that redevelopment opportunities shown were being directed by the Village. It was 
noted that these are potential areas, identified only because they would be the most likely 
opportunities but this does not mean that redevelopment is happening soon 

• One resident expressed concern regarding adding new rental properties/apartments to the sub-
area 

 
Urban Design/Community Character Enhancement Opportunities 

• Concern over expense of new “community character” elements (i.e. sidewalks and streetlights) 
 
Markets and Economic Development 

• No comments relating to this recommendation area 
 
Infrastructure and Transportation 

• Suggested locations for new transportation infrastructure/improvements and the jurisdictions 
responsible: 

o Clarendon Hills Rd. and 55th St: sidewalks and pedestrian crossing 
▪ 55th Street = County, Clarendon Hills Rd = Village 

o Western Ave: need for continuous sidewalks 
▪ Western Ave = Village 

o Virginia and 57th St: sidewalk and stop sign 
▪ Virginia = Township, 57th Street = Township 

o Virginia and 56th St: stop sign 
▪ Township 

o Western Ave and 55th St: traffic calming measures (speeding cars) 



 

  

▪ Western Ave = Village, 55th Street = County 
o 56th Street unimproved right-of-way: bike path 

▪ 56th Street (between Clarendon Hills Rd and Alabama) = Township 
o Bentley Ave. between 57th and 58th: improved right-of-way 

▪ Township? 

• Concern that a new water tower would impact current residents. It was noted that potential 
location is not definite and Village will work with property owners when siting is considered.  

 
Annexation Policy 

• There was concern about annual fees associated with being annexed. The Village does have 
annual fees that new Village residents would need to pay (i.e. dog license, vehicle stickers) 

• Concern over forced annexations. It was noted that this was not part of the plan for the full 
study area, but that a clear village policy for this will be described if there is a unique need to do 
this 

• Utilities Inc: according to resident, the company is looking to improve and grow in the area 

• Downers Grove Township has been responsive to complaints from residents 
 
Community Outreach 

• No comments relating to this recommendation area 
 
Other 

• Real estate listings have incorrectly listed water providers in the past 
 
Attendees raised multiple questions regarding the area that may be addressed in the plan: 
 

• What is the typical timeline for development? 

• Is de-conversion of condominiums likely and does the Village have any control? 

• What are the costs and benefits of having Village (Lake Michigan) water? 

• Can the plan provide a comprehensive list of all costs relating to annexation (taxes, annual fees, 
etc.)? 

 

  

 


